
 

 

Rounds 303 

� Writing:  Develop 
writing process includes pre-
write, multiple drafts, revise, 
edit and polish. 

� Critical Thinking:  
Ability to compare, contrast, 
analyze & synthesize; 
challenge underlying 
assumptions; take imaginative 
leaps and intellectual risks.   the outsider 
Definitions belong to the definer not the defined. 

~~Toni Morrison~~ 

Course Details: 
Course Information: 
This course has a blog component 
(http://fall2011outsiders.wordpress.com/).  All 
handouts, product descriptors and more are 
found there; including how to submit your 
assignments.  I am attempting to go as paperless 
as possible.  It would be in your best interest to 
check this frequently.   
 
Late Paper Policy: 
Simply written, late papers are not accepted.  If a 
class is devoted to revision or peer writing, and 
you do not have your writing, you will be asked 
to leave.  The missed day will count as an 
unexcused absence.  Papers not handed in on-
time will receive zero a (0).   
 
A Quick Note About Excuses: 
Computer-related excuses are not accepted.  
Always back up your work in multiple places (or 
use Dropbox).  No excuse will allow you from 
having to produce a final document in time for 
class.   
 
Participation: 
This course requires that every student is 
engaged in both class activities and discussions.  I 
will work hard to foster an environment of 
healthy intellectual dialogue, and I expect you to 
make the same effort.   

Essential Questions:   
� Who is an Outsider?  Who decides?  Who defines an Outsider? 

� What does it mean to be an Outsider?  

� Who gets to decide what is “normal?” 

� What social, cultural, political, and historical forces define an Outsider? 

� To what nature does society dictate the formation of an individual’s identity?  

� When and for what would you choose to be an Outsider? 

 
Attendance Policy: 
Attendance is mandatory (like at your job).  To 
succeed in class, you must attend—personally, 
verbally, written, and socially.  If you miss a 
class, it is your responsibility to find and 
complete all in-class work & assignments (on-
time).  In-class work missed may not be made 
up.  More than two unexcused absences will 
seriously affect your final grade for the course.   
 
Decorum:   
We may discuss issues that students may find 
uncomfortable.  Sexist, racist or classist language 
will not be tolerated.  Free exchange of ideas 
only occurs when all people feel as though they 
can express their ideas openly & safely.   
 
Academic Support: 
PSU is committed to providing students with 
documented disabilities equal access to all 
university programs and facilities. If you think 
you have a disability requiring accommodations, 
you should immediately contact the PASS Office 
(535-2270) to determine whether you are 
eligible for such accommodations. Academic 
accommodations will considered for students are 
registered.   

� Reading: Achievement of 
advanced literacy and 
articulate one’s responses 
verbally & in writing.   
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This class examines the ways in which 
humans are both social and individual.  
Literature has highlighted, debated and 
critiqued the relationship between the 
individual and society, the impact the 
individual has on society and that which 
society has on the development of 
individual identity, behavior and the 
formation of beliefs.  Cultures differ in 
the relative value they give to the 
individual and to the group; literature 
allows us to look at that value in terms of 
our roles as individuals and as 
(non)conformers to social expectations.  
Through examples taken from writing 
and film, this course analyzes the self and 
society through a selection of topics that 
include gender, sexuality, race, class, 
wealth, behavior and socialization. 
 
Academic Integrity: 
The seriousness of plagiarism and other 
academic violations of academic integrity 
cannot be overstated.  I pursue all 
offenses to the fullest extent possible.  
You need to read PSU’s Academic 
Integrity policy in the Undergraduate 
Catalog.  If you need help or have 
questions regarding citation or 
plagiarism, please talk to me.   

Directions: 
Self & Society 

http://fall2011outsiders.wordpress.com/ 

Skype/Twitter: mrs alander      Hashtag: #psuoutsiders 

Email: vanessa.alander@gmail.com 

Text/Cell:  603.452.8444 

Google+: gplus.to/vjalander 



 

Course Requirements

Quizzes & In-Class Work:   
Throughout this semester 
Throughout the semester, we will 
have brief in-class assignments which 
will be used to assess student 
participation. Assignments might 
include reading quizzes, writing, 
group work, a summary, a drawing, 
or a discussion role.  These brief, 
low-stakes assignments serve several 
instructional purposes, some of 
which include checking for 
understanding, on-going dialogue 
between members of the course, and 
analysis and application of course 
material.  Participation assignments 
may not be made up due to absences.  
 
Personal Un-naming Narrative: 
Early in the semester, you will write 
a narrative in which you reflect on 
the names, definitions, and identities 
that have been given to you as well as 
those which you give yourself.  This 
essay, approximately 3-5 pages in 
length, will serve to assess your 
thinking about class ideas and to build 
a classroom community.  
 
 

As a side note: 
Watching the film version of a text 
will not “give you enough” 
information 
 

and Research Portfolio
There are many ways to explore 
our course theme, The 
Outsider, as well as our course 
questions (see above).  In class, 
we will engage in close reading 
of literature and film to examine 
variations of our theme. 
project, a major intellectual 
endeavor, requires that you 
examine the relationship 
between self and society or The 
Outsider further.  Specifically, 
you must develop a question or 
a “line of inquiry” which 
interests you personally and 
which is narrower in scope but 
still relates to the broader 
theme.   
 
There are many steps in this 
research project, including:

• the development of the 
question;

• a personal reflection about 
the question;

• library research and the 
compilation of an working 
works cited

• a personal interview; 

• weaving in literature from 
the course; 

• a research portfolio and 
final reflection on the 
process and class.  

 
You will receive a more
explanation of this assignment in 
class.   
 

Un-Conference
The last classes
an unconference.  This 
unconference will be run 
entirely by you.  You will 
designs workshops to run and 
present to a small group of your 
peers.  We will discuss this 
further in class.  This is your 
chance to show what you know
and will count as your final 
exam.   

� American Born Chinese, Gene Luen Yang 

� Room, Emma Donoghue 

Required Texts
Along with two films 

Course Requirements 
Personal Inquiry  

Research Portfolio:   
There are many ways to explore 
our course theme, The 
Outsider, as well as our course 
questions (see above).  In class, 
we will engage in close reading 
of literature and film to examine 
variations of our theme.  This 

t, a major intellectual 
requires that you 

examine the relationship 
between self and society or The 
Outsider further.  Specifically, 
you must develop a question or 
a “line of inquiry” which 
interests you personally and 
which is narrower in scope but 
still relates to the broader 

There are many steps in this 
research project, including: 

the development of the 
question; 

a personal reflection about 
the question; 

library research and the 
compilation of an working 
works cited;  

a personal interview;  

weaving in literature from 
the course;  

a research portfolio and 
final reflection on the 
process and class.   

You will receive a more detailed 
explanation of this assignment in 

onference:   

The last classes are dedicated to 
an unconference.  This 
unconference will be run 
entirely by you.  You will 
designs workshops to run and 
present to a small group of your 
peers.  We will discuss this 
further in class.  This is your 
chance to show what you know 
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Participation:  50%

Progress:  30%

Performance:  20%
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The Collection is due at the end 

of the semester, the last day of 

class.  This will include newly 

revised and edited papers from 

the course.  It will also be used 

to demonstrate your grade for 

the course.  

 

There are

written

semester resulting in six 

analysis 

 

 

In addition, there is the Personal 

Inquiry and Research Proposal 

and your Un

All of 

work with each other, build off 

each other 

on their own.  

 

All assignments 

to, in, around and from the 

essential questions for the course 

and the texts as well.  

� The Help, Kathryn Stockett 

� The Road, Cormac McCarthy 

Required Texts 

Along with two films viewed in class (TBD) 

Collaborative Blog Project:   
 
The group blog project asks 
students to work together to 
create and maintain a blog on a 
shared text.  This project is 
designed to give you practical 
experience in the skills necessary 
to be successful producers of 
online content. 
 
While your group blog must 
focus around the group text, the 
posts may be on any topic, 
related to the text, of the group's 
choosing. 
 
The group blog will be a major 
time investment, and the project 
will be extremely difficult to 
complete if not completed to 
meet the required timelines if all 
blog posts are held to the last 
minute.   
 
The five text choices are as 
follows.   
 

• The Book Thief, Zusak 

• Glass Castle, Walls 

• Feed, Anderson 

• Water for Elephants, Gruen 

• Unwind, Shusterman 
 
The groups will consist of four 
people and each will be 
responsible for two items:   
 

1. Your individual roles 
2. Creation of original 

blog content.   
Also, each member will have a 
specific role:   

1. Managing Editor  
2. Content/Copy Editor 
3. Visual/Layout Editor 
4. Promotional Editor 
5.  

There is additional information, 
including weekly blog guidelines 
(in terms of style, length and 
requirements—although, never 
on content) on the course blog.   

GRADING 

BREAKDOWN: 

Participation:  50% 

Progress:  30% 

Performance:  20% 

 

(See Grading Memo for more 

information) 

 

 

 

 

The Collection is due at the end 

of the semester, the last day of 

class.  This will include newly 

revised and edited papers from 

the course.  It will also be used 

to demonstrate your grade for 

the course.   

 

There are three (3) types of 

written analytical work this 

semester resulting in six total 

analysis assignments: 

 

1. Meditative Essay 

2. Analysis 

3. Show Me What You 

Know 

 

In addition, there is the Personal 

Inquiry and Research Proposal 

and your Un-Naming Narrative.  

All of these are structured to 

work with each other, build off 

each other all while still existing 

on their own.   

 

All assignments must be linked 

to, in, around and from the 

essential questions for the course 

and the texts as well.   

COLLECTION: 


